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wrote, " remain the servant of a State which is included
in the Rhine Confederation, a body which as a patriot I am
bound to injure to the best of my ability." Released from
his academic position, he threw himself into the fray of
pamphlet controversy with zeal and bitterness, publishing
on July 30, four days after Austria had signed the pre-
liminary peace with Prussia, his notorious essay on " The
Future of the North German Middle States." It was a
demand that Prussia should crown her victory by annexing
Hanover, electoral Hesse, and Saxony, the three North
German States which had declared for Austria. So far as
Hanover and Hesse were concerned, this programme was
carried out in the Treaty of Prague (August 23, 1866), which
assigned those two states to Prussia<( by the law of nations ";
Saxony was only saved by the obstinate stand which
Austria made on behalf of her old ally.

Treitschke had prophesied the rise of Prussia to pre-
eminence. His prophecies had contributed in no small
degree to preparing Prussia's triumph. He had insisted so
long and so eloquently upon the advantages which Germany
would reap from any and every aggrandisement of Prussia,
that few German Nationalists were prepared to judge
Prussia's conduct by the standards which they would have
applied to any other State. For the sake of a national ideal
he had helped to debase the political morality of his country-
men. But, as we have seen, he was at least free from any
taint of Interested motives. He had fought Bismarck's
battles as an independent and unpaid ally ; he would have
scorned to reap advantage from his exertions on behalf of
the national idea.

Singularly enough he was still half a Liberal, still wedded
to the doctrines of constitutional Government which he had
learned in his student days from Dahlmann. More singular
still he remained a believer in Kant's categorical imperative,
and spoke with a high seriousness of religious matters. In
the new gospel of Force, which was exemplified by Prussia's
policy, he saw nothing inconsistent with the moral code